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East Coweta Marching Indians
Band Camp 2008

What? Band Camp is held each year in mid-summer. Camp lasts from Sunday night
through Friday afternoon, and is held at Converse College in Spartanburg, SC. Students
concentrate on the music and marching for their halftime show and competitions. The
directors run the camp with staff brought in to assist. Parent chaperones are assigned to
assist the students with whatever needs might arise and to supervise them while they are at
camp. Parents frequently have just as much fun as the students do.

Who? Band Camp 1s mandatory for all members of the “Marching Indians”. Approximately
30 hours of “field time” are included at the camp or the equivalent of five weeks of regular
after school practice. So if a student misses camp they will be very far behind. This makes it
difficult for that student and the entire band to catch up.

Where? Band Camp is held each year at Converse College in Spartanburg, SC. Converse is
a small liberal arts college. Students will meet at the high school on Sunday afternoon. We
will then load buses and drive to Converse College. We will return on the buses on Friday
afternoon.

When? Band Camp will be from July 20-25 this year. We leave on Sunday and return on
Friday afternoon

Why? The purpose for going away to band camp is to have a week of concentrated
instruction and practice for working on the drill for the show and marching technique.
Going away to band camp may seem like an unnecessary expense, however, during that
week, the students leatrn more about their band, other band membets and their instructots
than they would if band camp was held at school. They learn how to work as a group and
how important their patt is. There is a good fellowship amongst the students, faculty and
chaperones. There are fewer distractions than at regular practice at school. The students
also have “off-time” planned activities that are a lot of fun.

We will have further information about ban_d camp as the date gets closer. Please check
your email for upcoming news on Band Camp. If you have any questions please feel free to
contact Mr. Owens ot Mr. Neidhardt



MARCHING BAND PAYMENT #1 — $234.00
Due April 15, 2008 |

Student’s Name: GraduationYear:
Parent’s or Guardian’s Name: :

Address:

City: ZIP: Phone:

Check No: Amount: Date:
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MARCHING BAND PAYMENT #2 — $200.00
Due May 15, 2008

Student’s Name: GraduationYear:
Parent’s or Guardian’s Name: ‘

Address:

City: ZIP: Phone:

Check No: Amount: Date:
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MARCHING BAND PAYMENT #3 — $200.00
Due June 15, 2008

Student’s Name: : GraduationYear:
Parent’s or Guardian’s Name:

Address:

City: ZIP: ___ Phone:

Check No: Amount: Date:

MARCHING BAND PAYMENT #4 — $200.00

(3225 If you play a school owned Instrument)
Due July 15, 2008

Student’s Name: ' . GraduationYear:
Parent’s or Guardian’s Name:

Address:

City: ZIP: Phone:

Check No: Amount: Date:




What is the
High School Band Experience?

Unlike most other classes, band offers a wide variety of opportunities
for the student. It is one of the only classes where excellence is not only
expected, but essential to success. Imagine if an English teacher graded
everyone in the class to the level of the weakest student! I'll bet you would
not see heads on desks and homework going undone. In band, everyone
MUST achieve to the highest level or a performance will sound terrible.
Even one person making a grade of “60” on a piece of music means 40% of
the notes were played in error...not pleasant to hear!

In addition to teaching performance skills, band teaches the student to
be an active, thinking person. For each note played, there are numerous
considerations and instantaneous decisions to make. How loud or soft? How
fast or slow? How does the note start: How does it end? Who else plays it?
Am I in-tune? Nowhere else on campus is the demand for active thought any
stronger. |

Band also teaches life skills. Communications are the main
component of music. The rehearsal and performance schedule of the band
demands planning and time management...skills that will be valuable all
through life. Goal setting, problem solving, peer interaction... all of these
develop quickly as a part of the band experience.

The Band Program at East Coweta has established itself as one of the
finest in the state. Students here have had experiences that others only dream
about. Few other activities offer the travel opportunities, the chance to meet
and interact with the legends in the field, and the satisfaction of knowing
that your time, talent, and effort have paid off through the highest levels of

achievement.




EAST COWETA BAND OBJECTIVES

The East Coweta Band and Auxiliary Units form an integral part of
school life and is recognized as an all-school activity. It is one of
the largest and most active voluntary student organizations and its
members form an active cosmopolitan group. The primary
objectives of the band program are:

1. Cultural - To foster the continued development of music
appreciation and understanding through the study and
performance of the best in music.

2. Educational -To develop interested and discriminating
listeners, provide a well-rounded musical education and
prepare students for musical activities beyond high school.

3. Service -To lend color and atmosphere to certain school
and community affairs while promoting and enhancing the
dignity and reputation of East Coweta High School at all
appcarancces.

4. Citizenship -To develop the ability to function as a
responsible member of the group, to enhance the student’s
ability to interact with others in a positive manner, and to
develop the ability to function as a responsible member of
the community. |

5. Recreational - To provide all students with the
opportunity for worthy use of leisure time, an emotional
outlet, and good social experiences.







